Congress of the United States

UWashington, DC 20515

May 26, 2011

The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As Memorial Day approaches, we respectfully request that you designate March 29 as
“National Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day” to honor members of the United States
Armed Forces who served during the Vietnam War. We believe a designation at this time would
be a fitting tribute to all who served during the Vietnam War, including the more than 58,000
Americans who gave their lives in service to our country.

We appreciate your commitment to our veterans and your tireless work to ensure that our
newest veterans receive the recognition, benefits and care they deserve from a grateful nation.
But we must also remember the men and women who bravely and faithfully served during the
Vietnam War. Upon their return home, Vietnam veterans were caught in the crossfire of public
debate about our country’s involvement in the conflict. As a result, they were denied appropriate
recognition and honor for their service.

Over the past four years, Congress has worked to right this wrong and provide a proper
homecoming for our Vietnam veterans. Beginning in 2007, bipartisan resolutions have passed
unanimously in the House of Representatives and the Senate expressing support for the
designation of a “National Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day.” A Presidential proclamation
would officially designate a “National Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day” and ensure that
all Americans remember and honor the service of these brave men and women. We believe that
March 29 would be an appropriate date for this observance because it marks the date that the
United States completed the withdrawal of all combat troops from Vietnam.

Vietnam veterans and their families deserve our gratitude for their countless sacrifices. In
the words of President John F. Kennedy, “A nation reveals itself not only by the citizens it
produces, but also by the citizens it honors, the citizens it remembers.” Designating March 29 as
an annual “National Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day” would be an important step toward
recognizing our Vietnam veterans as the heroes they are and giving them a long overdue
welcome home.
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Thank you for your attention to this important request. We look forward to your prompt

reply.
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