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March 1, 2010

The Honorable Thomas J. Vilsack
Secretary

United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In 2003, the USDA began allowing poultry injected with sodium solutions to be labeled
“100 percent All Natural.” This decision went against the Department’s prior interpretation of
labeling guidelines that required poultry to be “minimally processed” and free of additives.

Since 2007, I have been asking for the Department to reverse this costly mistake and
restore the integrity of the “100 percent All Natural” label.

There are serious health and financial consequences at stake: American families are now
paying over $2 billion a year for the added weight of salt water. They are also consuming five to
eight times more sodium than with a serving of truly natural poultry.

Enclosed is a sample of misleadingly labeled sodium injected poultry. As you can see,
this packaging allows producers to misrepresent their product to consumers who then pay for
saltwater that they don’t know about, don’t want and certainly don’t need.

Consumers should have confidence that their commitment to healthy choices in their diet
will be matched by the honesty of the labels they depend upon in making those choices.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

incerely,

arbara Boxe 7

United States Senator
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Natural® Chicken Broth Ingredients:

NET WT. 26.4 OZ.

Chicken Broth, Salt, Carrageenan.
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