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January 24, 2007

FRESNO COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Preliminary Freeze Damage Assessment

An arctic air mass moved into the San Joaquin Valley on the evening of January 11, 2007.  This arctic air mass settled over the Valley and brought with it five consecutive nights of freezing temperatures (January 12-16).  Low temperature readings of from 19 to 23 degrees were recorded during this period, with daily durations of up to 15 hours below 32 degrees.  Preliminary loss/damage to Fresno County growers as a result of the freezing temperatures is $101,621,911.00.

Most severely impacted by the freezing temperatures is the county’s citrus industry.  Estimated loss/damage to the citrus industry totals $101,552,911.00.  Citrus losses include navel oranges $80,163,872.00, other citrus (blood oranges, grapefruit, mandarins, tangerines, pummelos) $14,670,121.00, and lemons $6,718,918.00.  A survey of valencia oranges will be conducted closer to actual harvest dates.   Due to the low temperatures and lengthy durations growers were not able to achieve adequate freeze protection from wind machines and running water.  Growers continued to experience overnight low temperatures in the 25 to 28 degree range through January 24th.  Growers were also faced with a shortage of propane used to power wind machines.

Other segments of Fresno County’s agricultural industry that were affected by the freezing temperatures include the loss of 1.5 million transplant tomatoes valued at $69,000.00.  Also affected were broccoli, lettuce, sugar beets, lemon grass, sugar cane, oriental vegetables and nursery stock.  Fresno County Department of Agriculture is currently surveying these segments of the industry.  As this loss information becomes available it will be added to the county disaster report. 

A USDA Secretarial Disaster Declaration has been requested on behalf of agricultural producers, farm workers, and agricultural support industries. The total estimated direct and indirect impact of the freeze damage to Fresno County’s economy is $355,676,688.00.  Fresno County, State agencies and charitable organizations are implementing programs to help farm workers and businesses impacted by the freeze.  

Attached is a breakdown of damage/loss by crop and acreage.  
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