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August 17, 2006

The Honorable George W. Bush
The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

When you addressed the nation after the successful work by the British in breaking up a
horrifying plan to bring down airplanes using chemical explosives, you reminded the American
people that the war on terror continues and we must be ever vigilant.

M. President, in all due respect to you and your office, the American people know this.

I think it would have been far more productive to convey that message to your
Administration and the Republican leadership in Congress -- and frankly, for you to take your
own words to heart. While we have made some progress in the war on terror, your
Administration has repeatedly failed to fully implement the recommendations made by the 9/1 1
Commission and take other necessary steps to protect the American people.

Most recently, your Administration attempted to cut $6 million that was targeted
specifically for explosives detection technology. Fortunately, Congress stopped these dangerous
and inexplicable cuts and restored the funding, which will be used to help thwart terrorist plots
like the one just uncovered in England.

For years, Senator Charles Schumer and I have been pushing for defenses against
shoulder-fired missiles to be deployed on commercial aircraft, starting with those that are used in
theaters of war. Your Administration has been unconscionably slow in addressing this problem,
and it has only been through Congressional prodding that we have seen any action at all on this
deadly threat.

Your Administration has also failed to lead when it comes to the needs of law
enforcement for interoperable communications. Senate Democrats have repeatedly offered
amendments to boost funding for interoperable communications, but the majority in your party in
the Congress has thwarted us.
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There are other steps that your Administration must undertake to ensure that our country
is as secure as possible. For example, cargo on passenger planes is still not screened. The 9/11
Commission recommends that all passenger planes that carry cargo should have at least one
hardened container. I plan to introduce legislation to ensure that this recommendation is
implemented, and I ask for your support.

We have done very little to strengthen security at our nation’s transit systems, in spite of
the three deadly transit attacks in Madrid, London, and Mumbai. According to the American
Public Transportation Association (APTA), we have $6 billion in transit security needs across the
country. Last year, Congress appropriated only $150 million for transit and rail security. I call
on your Administration to support greatly increased transit funding.

Port security also remains dangerously underfunded, with only five percent of the cargo
that arrives in U.S. ports undergoing inspection. Since the 9/11 attacks, we have spent only $816
million on port security, despite Coast Guard estimates that $7.3 billion is needed over 10 years.
We must work to close this dangerous security gap.

Chemical plants and commercial nuclear power plants are also still vulnerable to attack.
There are 103 commercial nuclear reactors at 65 sites currently operating and dozens more
inactive sites that still store nuclear materials, with tens of millions of Americans living nearby.
Despite this dangerous threat, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has not yet sufficiently
tightened the security rules for commercial nuclear facilities.

There are 15,000 chemical facilities in the U.S. and, of these, the Environmental
Protection Agency estimates there are 123 chemical facilities in 24 states that each put over one
million Americans at risk in the event of a terrorist attack. And the federal government still does
not have adequate statutory authority to regulate chemical security. I am at a loss to explain why
you have not made this a top priority and why there has not been a commitment by the majority
in Congress to enact strong legislation on this critical issue.

Mr. President, talk is cheap, but protecting the American people cannot be done on the
cheap. It means investing in new technologies and personnel. It certainly does not help us when,
instead of making these investments, you give extravagant tax breaks to millionaires and
billionaires. Even they would feel safer if you were to change course.

I call on you to show leadership and to work with Congress to make closing the
dangerous gaps in our homeland security defenses our highest national priority.

Sincerely,

@ﬁ//é% ﬁ’%b

Barbara Boxer
United States Senator
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August 18, 2006

The Honorable Daniel Inouye
Co-Chairman

U.S. Committee on Commerce,
Science & Transportation

508 Dirksen Senate Office Building

The Honorable Ted Stevens

Chairman
U. S. Senate Committee on Commerce,

Science & Transportation
254 Russell Senate Office Building

Dear Chairman Stevens and Co-Chairman Inouye:

The discovery of the latest terror plot to blow up passenger airlines in route between
London and the United States is a frightening reminder that terrorists still want to attack the

United States.

We averted tragedy. And, we must take this wamning and ensure that we do everything
within our nation’s power to prevent additional terrorist attacks. That is why I am requesting that

- you hold oversight hearings on the status of our nation’s homeland security — focusing on

implementation of the 9-11 Commission recommendations and transportation security that is
under our Committee’s jurisdiction.

First, the 9-11 Commission recommendations must be implemented. For example, unlike
passenger baggage, cargo on passenger planes is not screened. The 9-11 Commission
recommends that all passenger planes that carry cargo should have at least one hardened
container. We need to learn why this and other recommendations have not being implemented. .

Second, we must examine the level of security at our nation’s rail systems. We have had
three deadly warnings in Madrid, London, and Mumbai. Despite these warnings, we contirue to
underfund rail security. Last year, Congress appropriated only $150 million rail and transit
security, leaving our rail system vulnerable.

Third, port security is also crucial. Our nation’s economy would come to a halt if there
was a terrorist attack at one of our nation’s major ports such as the Los Angeles-Long Beach port
complex. Since the September 11 attacks, only $816 million has been spent for port security but
the Coast Guard estimates that $7.3 billion is necessary over ten years for port security.
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Fourth, we must examine aviation security. As I previously mentioned, cargo on
passenger planes continues to be a security gap. Additionally, the Administration wanted to
reprogram funding for developing new explosive detection technology. We need to find the gaps
and ensure that the Administration works to make our nation as secure as possible.

It is almost the fifth anniversary of the tragic September 11 terrorist attacks. Our nation
has had five years to prepare and strengthen our security. However, our country is not prepared.
There is no excuse.

We must ensure that our nation is doing all that it can do to prevent future terrorist
attacks. Thank you for your attention to this request.

Sincerely,

@Méw 73?%

Barbara Boxer
United States Senator
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