January 17, 2007
Henry R. Renteria, Director

Governor’s Office of Emergency Services

3650 Schriever Avenue
Mather, CA 95655
Dear Director Renteria:

Survey of Merced County growers has revealed anticipated crop loss of more than $1.5 million due to the recent prolonged cold night temperatures.  CIMIS weather data for Merced shows daily low temperatures below 20ºF between January 12 and January 17, 2007.  
The one specific crop which we have received a quantified report of damage is winter radicchio, with an estimated 75% loss on 345 acres.
We have received other damage reports (without specific monetary amounts) for irrigation and animal water line bursting as well as a report that 40 acres of seedling alfalfa in 3rd true leaf stage may be lost.  More time is needed to assess these losses.  Additionally, approximately 4,100 acres of mature sugar beets, with planned spring harvest, may have suffered damage.  Growers report that the extent of sugar beet damage will not be known for about 2 weeks.
Please use this letter and attached reports for consideration of USDA primary disaster declaration designation for Merced County.
Sincerely,

David A. Robinson

Agricultural Commissioner

Cc: 
Tom Wells, Merced County OES


Laura Westerfield, Merced County FSA


Ed Williams, CDFA


Robert Rolan, Madera CAC

